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High Commissioner 
Barbados High Commission 
1 Great Russell Street 
London WC1B 3ND 
 
By post and email.  

Email - london@foreign.gov.bb 
 
URGENT  
 
Strictly Private and Confidential  
 
6 May 2014  
 
Our ref: LD/Top Gear 
Your ref: 
 
Dear High Commissioner  
 
Clarkson-gate 
Race complaint against the UK’s British Broadcasting Corporation (“BBC”)  
 
We act for various clients (including Richard Rogers and Fred Jacobs, US citizens) who have 
brought a race complaint against Jeremy Clarkson (a tv presenter) and the UK’s British 
Broadcasting Corporation (“BBC”) for scripting and authorising the use of the N-word in filming 
for the “Top Gear” show. As it transpired, and probably due to our previous complaints about 
the use of racist anti-Mexican material on the previous show, the BBC and Clarkson got cold 
feet and the racist material was not broadcast, but the racist intent to profit from the use of 
deliberate but deniable racism was there. 
 
Mexican people (both adults and children) living in the UK were subjected to racist bullying after 
the earlier anti-Mexican broadcast.  
 
The BBC defended the anti-Mexican racist material on the basis that it was “British humour”. 
Mexicans were described as being fat, flatulent, lazy and feckless.  
 
The BBC have similarly defended their recent scripting and broadcasting of the term “slope” (a 
racist slur for Asian people, short for “slope-eyed”) on its Burma/Myanmar special. Further to our 
recent complaint, they have recently withdrawn the racist term from the US and Australian 
broadcast of the show.  
 
When confronted with his use of the N-word Clarkson denied he had ever used it. However, it 
appears in his autobiography and more importantly he had been caught on camera repeatedly 
mumbling it on un-aired footage.  
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He then issued a public statement begging the forgiveness of the UK public.  
 
Clarkson is said to be a close ally of the UK’s Prime Minister David Cameron.  The PM’s right-
hand man, Mr Michael Gove, with whom we have worked before, stated last week that Clarkson 
should not be sacked having apologised. He said this despite the fact that the BBC investigation 
has yet to conclude.  
 
Clarkson subsequently withdrew the apology for his use of the N-word and said that the BBC 
forced him to issue it.  
 
The BBC staff who scripted and approved the use of the N-word and all previous and later racist 
puns remain untouchable and un-investigated.    
 
We attach a copy of our complaint letter to the BBC in that regard.  
 
We write to you because: 
 

1. The BBC are about to film Top Gear in your country later this month. Given that the 
racists are still employed by the BBC and Clarkson has withdrawn his apology, there is 
the real risk that they will make racist jokes about your nationals and then broadcast 
them to a racist audience in the UK;  

2. In practice, our complaints to the BBC caused it to withdraw the racist “British humour” 
against Mexicans and the recent use of the “slope” word from its foreign broadcasts. 
However, the racist intent is still there and they are profiting from such international 
broadcasts from this casual (or, what we say is, deliberate) racism.  

3. We have received a great deal of race hate mail, since making the complaint, some of 
which has been sent to us from abroad; copy attached by post only; 

4. The Top Gear show reaches millions around the world and encourages the use of racism 
against ethnic minorities in the UK and abroad.  

 
 
Further, we ask you to consider the evidence as it unfolds in the BBC investigation (if such ever 
occurs) and if your broadcasting authorities think it right, you may wish to consider banning the 
programme from your country because it appears to incite racist bullying at work and in the 
social sphere. 
 
Of course, thanks to our complaints, your audience have yet to be exposed to the same level of 
racism that we have been, but the intent of the programme makers is the same; to use 
deliberate deniable racism (what some falsely call, “casual racism”) to sell the programme. In 
our view, it would not be appropriate for the BBC to profit from that racist intent, no matter how 
they seek to cover it up or to excuse it, after it is broadcast in the UK.   
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The current situation is that the BBC says that it is under no legal obligation under the Equality 
Act 2010 to prohibit racist broadcasts or racist editorial decisions, which we believe to be in 
conflict with EU law.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Equal Justice solicitors 
 


